Echoing President Eisenhower’s 1961 speech, in a 1998 piece in the New York Times magazine, Thomas Friedman provided a justification for the role of the US military around the world that dispensed with democratic platitudes and got to the heart of the matter:

"The hidden hand of the market will never work without a hidden fist - McDonald's cannot flourish without McDonnell Douglas, the builder of the F-15. And the hidden fist that keeps the world safe for Silicon Valley's technologies is called the United States Army, Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps... Without America on duty, there will be no America Online."
